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Student interest in parapsychology is 
growing. This is indicated by the in- 
creased number of inquiries for informa- 
tion and of visitors at research centers 
and libraries, and by the attendance of 
students at the conventions of the Para- 
psychological Association. 

This growing attention to psi inves- 
tigation is of timely importance. At a 
stage when there is indication of ap- 
proaching need and opportunity for new 
research workers and teachers in the 
field, it is disconcerting to discover that 
an unduly large percentage of the active 
investigators of the past are nearing re- 
tirement age. This student interest is 
important, too, because it is contagious, 
spreading from one student to another 
and from students very often to teachers 


Educational Values: 
of new findings has value in stimu- 
lating the participation of the stu- 
dent. Parapsychology represents a new 
frontier of scientific inquiry, and 
interest in it has spread widely through 
the student desire to read and even to 
prepare to take part in the research work. 
The findings of the new field are suf- 
ficiently understandable to have a wide 
appeal; they interest both sexes equally 
strongly, appeal to a considerable age 
range, and illustrate scientific wore of 
solving problems. 

A second value comes from the many 
links between parapsychology and other 
areas of study. First of all, psi raises 
psychological problems which relate to 
many of the great questions about the 
nature of man, questions dealt with by 
philosophers through the ages. They 
call equally for the use of that branch 
of mathematics that has to do with the 
laws of chance, the field of probability. 


The challenge 


Students’ Number 


What Has Parapsychology to Offer? 


who may have been too busy or reserved 
to look into the accounts of the new re- 
searches. 

The decision to bring out a students’ 
number of the Bulletin grew out of two 
considerations. The first is the manifest 
need for a compilation of the sort of 
general information an inquiring student 
is likely to want and the obvious ad- 
vantage in having this material con- 
venient to hand with extra copies availa- 
ble for distribution. The other aim is 
to keep the program of furthering stu- 
dent interest in parapsychology a general 
one by informing fellow-workers and 
students alike about what is being done 
toward that end, and inviting coopera- 
tion. 


Other areas of neighboring interests, too, 
become important: for example, physics, 
because psi phenomena have to be dis- 
tinguished from physical processes; and 
biology, since the origin, nature, and 
distribution of psi capacities is unknown. 
In a word, parapsychology, like all 
branches oi science, is part of a larger 
whole. 

Perhaps the greatest value to many 
students of ESP research and related 
studies springs from the training that 
comes with handling new claims, testing 
and appraising them, evaluating criti- 
cisms, and designing new researches to 
meet them. Problem-solving on the 
scientific level is as high an attainment 
as the human mind has reached. The 
special difficulties of psi problems make 
them an extraordinarily good exercise for 
developing the young scientific mind. 

Where It Fits In: The student can 
usually find situations admitting para- 
psychology into his educational scheme. 
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Tt fits most commonly, of course, into the 
topical range of the ubiquitous term 
paper. It is a suitable subject for science 
fair projects on the high-school level, 
and it serves as a fresh and challenging 
subject for discussion in college courses 
in psychology. Numbers of students in 
experimental psychology courses or 
special study (or honors) programs find 
problems of parapsychology well suited 
‘to the requirements of an independent re- 
search project. Students in electrical en- 
gineering find that the need for adequate 
ESP testing devices offers interesting 
problems for training and development. 
Students of religion have found one as- 
pect or another of parapsychology a fit- 
ting subject of study. On the level of 
graduate theses, parapsychology has 
served as a topic for more than twenty 
years in departments of psychology, di- 
vinity schools, and schools of medicine. 
An Avocational Interest: What “fu- 
ture” is there for the student interested 
in psi? For many, parapsychology has 
necessarily been a part-time avocational 
pursuit. School teachers, engineers, phy- 
sicians, psychiatrists, superintendents of 
schools, biologists, and members of many 
other professional groups have been pro- 
ductive parapsychologists in their spare 
time. Acquiring the interest and train- 
ing for a worthwhile intellectual hobby 
of this character is an important edu- 
cational step toward an interesting and 
useful life. The very fact that pare- 
psychology has many challenging pr vb- 
lems that may be handled by the individu- 
al without the advantages of a_ well- 
equipped laboratory permits its adapta- 
tion to this type of avocational interest. 
It is an interest, too, that may be shared 
with other members of the family or 
with local groups organized for the pur- 
pose of study and research. 
Opportunities for Research Workers: 
More. opportunities exist today for re- 
search workers in parapsychology than 
ever before. The number is still small, 
but the important thing is that it is grow- 
ing. Also, a few positions are avail- 
able for persons prepared to teach para- 
psychology, and there is a prospect of 


others to come. There is also the practice 
of allowing a science teacher in a college 
or university to pursue a line of research 
largely of his own selection. (Schmeid- 
ler’s ESP work at the College of the 
City of New York is an example.) In 
an increasing number of institutions of 
learning, staff members are free to under- 
take investigations of parapsychological 
problems. Small beginnings of interest 
in promoting basic research are being 
shown by certain branches of the Depart- 
ment of Defense in Washington and on 
the part of certain industrial research 
laboratories more or less indirectly linked 
with Defense. 

The Duke Parapsychology Laboratory 
is not the only collegiate one maintain- 
ing full-time psi research workers. 
(There are laboratories for part-time 
research at St. Joseph’s College in 
Philadelphia, the University of Pittsburgh, 
and at Wayland College, Plainview, 
Texas.) Recently Dr. H. T. Davis, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics at Trinity Univer- 
sity, San Antonio, in assuming the direc- 
torship of the Mind Science Foundation, 
has undertaken to initiate a full-time re- 
search program in_ parapsychology. 
Others are planned. 3 

What parapsychology has to offer the 
student depends, of course, partly on 
what the student hes to offer pzcapsy- 
chology. How, then, can students pre- 
pare to contribute their best to this 
new field of explor :tion? 


Training for Research in 
Parapsychology 

High School and College: To prepare 
for research in parapsychology, the broad- 
est possible scientific training on the 
high-school and undergraduate college 
level is recommended. Emphasis might 
be directed to biology, largely because it 
requires or includes a broader section of 
the other natural sciences than any other 
branch. There should be enough psychol- 
ogy to gain admission to a department of 
psychology at the graduate stage. The 
history of science and philosophy are im- 
portant studies for science students of 
any field, and, of course, a general cultural 
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preparation is needed for a well-balanced 
education. The special emphasis should 
be on getting skills needed to handle new 
ideas safely, critically, and competently. 

Graduate School: The only graduate 
department of parapsychology thus far in 
existence is at the University of Utrecht 
in Holland, although it does not yet of- 
fer graduate degrees in parapsychology. 
Thus, the Ph.D. from a department of 
parapsychology is yet to come. But it 
has been possible in many instances to 
obtain the master’s and doctor’s degree 
for research theses on parapsychological 
subjects, most of them in psychology de- 
partments. The following institutions 
have given the doctoral degree (D.Sc., 
Ph.D., or M.D.) for theses in para- 
psychology: Univ. of Utrecht, one; Lon- 
don Univ., two; Oxford, one; Cambridge, 
one; Duke, three; Rhodes, one; Bonn, 
one; Munich, one; Yale, one. However, 
no department from which the degrees 
mentioned were given is today sponsoring 

“research in parapsychology. At Utrecht, 
that work is now done in a Department 
of Parapsychology, not in the Department 
of Psychology which sponsored the de- 
gree. The situation at Duke is similar. 

Psychology is logically the closest ap- 
proach to the ideal background for gradu- 
ate training for psi research. It is im- 
portant, however, in approaching a given 
department about a research thesis in 
parapsychology, to find out whether such 
a toric would be approved and whether 
the =iaff is prepared to give the necessary 
supervision to the work. Indeed, it is 
well to hesitate in considering such a 
topic for a thesis. Psi research is dif- 
ficult at best, and a thesis on so un- 
orthodox a subject might have to be ex- 
traordinarily good to win approval, even 
by a committee of impartial judges. It 
may be wiser at this stage to obtain 
the best possible training in psychological 
problems closely allied to parapsychology. 
There are also problems that are common 
to both fields. 

The general training in the graduate 
school should emphasize experimental 
methods, should enlarge the student’s 
grasp of statistical procedures and pro- 


vide him with much of the technology of 
psychology in dealing with personality 
appraisal and clinical problems. Para- 
psychology belongs to depth psychology, 
and the more validated findings of that 
subdivision should be mastered. Like- 
wise, the phenomenology of psychopa- 
thology overlaps with spontaneous psi 
manifestations, and, accordingly, the study | 
of these, along with dissociated states, 
subliminal effects, and psychophysiology, 
should become a part of the training for 
work with parapsychical phenomena. 

The Study of Parapsychology: At the 
present stage, and doubtless for years 
to come, the study of parapsychology 
will have to be managed on a self-in- 
struction basis. The few places where 
even an elementary course is given are 
not likely to serve many of those starting 
out on a career in this field. But a pro- 
gram of study can be carried out—with 
some help from some of the research 
centers—so that an able and devoted stu- 
dent may well become competently knowl- 
edgeable on the subject. Younger stu- 
dents should be advised not to allow 
their interest in parapsychology to in- 
terfere in any way with the prescribed 
educational prograin. 

A first requirement for a program of 
study would be the acquisition of well- 
selected books on parapsychology and re- 
lated topics. The lists of literature availa- 
ble on request to students will help until 
each one learns to find his own way and 
make his own choices. At an early stage 
the student should study the scientific 
periodicals even though he may not be 
able to understand all the articles. Ex- 
changes with others, preferably with fel- 
low-students, can take the place of class 
discussion. Study groups may be formed 
in college communities, informed speakers 
can be invited, research papers read, and 
other activities carried on to excite and 
maintain a good level of interest. 


Types of Aid Available 


General Suggestions: Just when a stu- 
dent should be recommended to become an 
associate member of the Parapsycholog- 
ical Association can best be determined 


| 

q 

8 
Re 
it 


by some of his advisers who are already 
P.A. members and who would, in any 
case, have to recommend him. Likewise, 
just when a student is ready to under- 
take experimental investigations will vary 
with individuals; but there is good reason 
to encourage early participation. One 
learns a great deal by his own trial-and- 
error approach, and there is no other as- 
pect about the field so exciting to con- 
tinued interest as one’s own test results 
when they begin to show evidential value. 

It is especially important that care- 
ful attention be given to the understand- 
ing of the test procedures that have now 
become standardized and widely used. 
Even more important is the need to fit 
the methods to the purpose of the ex- 
periment. (See Chapter 2 in Rhine and 
Pratt’s textbook, Parapsychology for in- 
formation on methods; and Chapter 7, 
where attention is especially drawn to 
the psychological requirements of a proper 
psi test.) 

Some of the research centers exist 
partly for the purpose of helping students 
to get started, plan researches, interpret 
their results, critically examine their old 
experiments, and improve the design for 
subsequent ones. Local advisers on many 
a college campus play a similar role, not 
only in the encouragement of explora- 
tory experiments, but in the evaluation 
and interpretation of results. The ini- 
tiation of student research projects is 
in the best tradition of science education. 

Special educational conferences, work 
shops, and informal summer study have 
already been introduced, and the prospects 
are that there will be more and better 
arrangements of this general type in the 
future. Similarly, an annual general 
qualifying examination by a committee 
of mature and experienced workers in 
the field would help the student in set- 
ting goals and establishing minimal stand- 
ards. This need may have to be filled 
soon. These are some of the require- 
ments to bridge the gap that will con- 


tinue to exist until full-fledged depart- 
ments of parapsychology eventually be- 
come a reality. 

Recommended Readings: The Para- 
psychology Laboratory of Duke will glad- 
ly furnish appropriate lists of the general 
literature upon request and help with 
special bibliographies to suit individual 
needs. Rhine and Pratt’s Parapsycholo- 
gy has a list of recommended readings 
at the end of each chapter. Students of 
high-school age will prefer lists of non- 
technical literature, while research-minded 
students will want access to the Journal 
of Parapsychology and other periodicals. 
We suggest inquiry of the local. library 
to see if the Journal is available and to 
register interest in it if it is not. In- 
quiry about current books and periodicals 
on the subject may help to extend the 
coverage. 

Research Aid: Standard ESP test 
cards and record sheets may be obtained 
from the Duke Laboratory, and suggest- 
ions for other methods or adaptations of 
them may be obtained from staff members 
or from research workers at other centers. 
Sufficient instructions for elementary 
tests are supplied with the cards, and more 
elaborate instructions are to be found in 
the text-book mentioned above. 

Experienced research workers in the 
field are prepared to serve as consultants, 
not only in the evaluation of results, 
but in the designing of the experiments. 
It is possible, too, to obtain financial aid 
in limited amounts for expenses en- 
countered in the conduct of well-designed 
experimental projects. A parapsychologi- 
cal scholarship fund available for the aid 
of the most promising and productive 
students wherever they may be studying 
is being established at the Duke Labora- 
tory. Applications will be processed and 
the grants made by a committee involv- 
ing inter-institutional membership. _ It 
will first aid those who have already given 
evidence of productive work and promise 
of a fruitful career in this field. 


The ParapsycHoLocy Bu Lietin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 


Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to the Parapsychology Bulletin, College Station, Durham, 


orth Carolina. 
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